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The Honorable Frank Wolf


Chairman


Subcommittee on Science, State, Justice, and Commerce


Committee on Appropriations


H-309 U.S. Capitol


Washington, DC 20515





Dear Chairman Wolf:





We understand that the Subcommittee will hold a special hearing on July 27 to further examine the consequences regarding proposed cuts to census funding.  We are writing to express our continued support for adequate 2010 census planning and full implementation of the American Community Survey (ACS) in conference.





The Consortium of Social Science Associations (COSSA) represents the full range of social and behavioral sciences, which rely on accurate, comprehensive data from the census.  Adequate funding for the census in FY 2007 is critical to the scientific and research community’s collective effort to improve individual and societal well-being.  The economic, political, and cultural consequences of an inaccurate or unsuccessful census will result in delayed development of great advances the scientific community is able to provide across the field, including the areas of nanotechnology, biotechnology and information technology. 





The proposed funding reduction could force the Census Bureau to abandon plans to use GPS-equipped hand-held computers to collect information from unresponsive households in the census, which could impact the accuracy of the 2010 count and significantly increase costs.  Full implementation of the ACS  will provide a 21st century capability allowing for annual socio-economic profiles of all communities, including people living in group quarters such as college dorms, nursing homes, military barracks, and prisons.  Full implementation will also promote new understanding regarding program development and evaluation by tracking and analyzing important trends.





FY 2007 is a pivotal year in the census planning cycle.  We urge you to restore the President’s request for the Census Bureau in conference.





Thank you for your consideration and for your support to restore adequate funding for important Census Bureau activities.








Sincerely,


Howard J. Silver


Howard J. Silver, Ph.D.


Executive Director 











