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July 26, 2006





The Honorable Frank Wolf


United State House of Representatives


Washington, DC, 20515





Dear Chairman Wolf:





Census data is the building block of market research that our country’s retail sector is built upon. As you know from development in your district, retail real estate is an essential part of economic growth in every community in this country.  In 2005 the members of the International Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC) represented:  





17% of nominal GDP


2.2 million new jobs


8.9% of total job growth.  


51.4% of total retail sales 


$116 billion in sales tax revenue for state and local governments.





Many ICSC members rely heavily upon census data to create development plans necessary to establish and update shopping centers and to ensure that these retail outlets are serving the community in the most efficient and productive manner possible.  Retailers, developers and public officials throughout the nation rely upon census data to make the educated choices for community planning decisions.





As the Census prepares for the 2010 census planning and continues to implement the American Community Survey program to complete the five-year averages and group calculations, sufficient funding is critical.  Should the funding that was indiscriminately cut during floor consideration of the 2007 Science, State, Justice and Commerce Appropriations Act not be restored, there are sure to be significant ramifications for our industry.  There is the potential for:





Inaccurate growth or sales forecasting of marketplace elements or forces


Incorrect supply chain planning (over/under-investment) 


Incorrect infrastructure and urban/suburban planning (investments)  


Incorrect geographic allocation of community expenses/investments  


Misaligned facilities (facility or mix isn’t right for the market) 


Wrong timing for opening or expansion of a new facility 


Incorrect facility positioning for trade area characteristics (area has transitioned in ages, incomes, ethnicities, etc. since last census data). 


Inappropriate/inefficient marketing or merchandising strategies 


Missed opportunities for serving the community effectively 





As members of ICSC, we respectfully request you to review the impact of proposed cuts to the Census Bureau and work to restore the funding for these important programs upon which our industry and others rely.





Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.  Please contact me at 202-626-1404 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:jplatt@icsc.org" ��jplatt@icsc.org� if you require additional information.



































